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State University of New York (SUNY) at Cortland Faculty Senate 

November 7, 2017 

 

 

Resolution to Endorse a Food Pantry to Support Student Success at SUNY Cortland 

 

WHEREAS, food insecurity is a growing issue in the United States, and SUNY Cortland is no 

exception. The average cost of a meal in Cortland County is $2.87,
1
 leaving many students to go 

hungry. A campus food pantry would help alleviate food insecurity; and 

 

WHEREAS, “food insecurity is a problem even for students who are employed, participate in 

a campus meal plan, or seek other financial or material help.”2
 In the largest study of food 

insecurity conducted to date, it was found that 56% of food insecure students reported having a 

paying job, 38% worked 20 hours or more per week, 43% of meal plan enrollees still 

experienced food insecurity, and three in four food insecure students receive financial aid;
2
 and 

 

WHEREAS, implementation of campus food pantries is a rapidly growing solution to the 

problem. Many SUNY institutions have taken similar steps on their campuses to reduce the 

student hunger issues, including: SUNY Oswego, SUNY Adirondack, SUNY 

Binghamton, SUNY Buffalo, SUNY Albany, SUNY ESF, and SUNY Potsdam; and 

 

Be it resolved that the SUNY Cortland Faculty Senate acknowledges that food insecurity is an 

issue among SUNY Cortland students and endorses the creation of a food pantry to support these 

students. 
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